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| dnefs ar}.d a _Y_uma %:he little: steamer smrmé bravaiy up thie river
: i)ﬂ iii N&vember, her &eck }zeaped wzth same t%nrty~ﬁw torzs of

~sh y v nosed mm tise: lansz:lmg ai, ?{}rt Ynm& aarly i f}ecem—
" _ber A m}wd cf soldiers and Indians, imweverf qm{:kév gaihered
__amuzad he “.‘.‘S_i:gg zs_a_mps_t_as_ 'gr;aatrd.cu;rms;ty, one noted,




. was,. she had aﬁhz&ved ﬁer goal and the presss on :
spréad: the, wor& that “the practicability of navigating the Cakim

the steamer Fuitor} had on the Hudson River.” B‘iedgimg that & he

rado- by ateam is estabhshe{i beyond doubt.” Indeed a new era
had opened on the river, but the praiﬂem of suppiymg the f{n‘t
was not yet solved, 18

Before héading back down for another load -of supplies,
Captain Turnbull treated the off-duty officers to a short excursion
on up the Colorado and Gila above the fort. As one of the
excursionists later remarked, “The trip was rather pleasant than
otherwise, more on account of its novelty than anything else, [
surmise, for we got pretty well sprinkled during the voyage.”
Had it been surmpmer rather than winter this might have been
appreciated.??

On her first trip upriver the Uncle Sam had taken fifteen

days to make the 120 miles from the schooner to the fort, but

eventually she was. making a round frin.intwelve days, Even at
TR tate, however, the Capacily was not unloaded tntil mid-April
—having been moored on the river for eightanenths. By January
it had already becomé obvious to Turnbull that the poor hitle
steamer was sadly underpowered. Leaving Captain Driscoll to
finish the unleading, Tombull headed overland to San Francisco
to get a more powerful engine. He returned to the river in mid-
May aboard the schooner General Patterson with a new engine
and another cargo of provisions for the fort. But sad news
awaited him. 18

After unloading the Capactly, the Uncle Sam had been tied
up at the old ferry crossing six miles below the fort to be over-

maney into’ the Cc;iarae:ig steamheat im%mess Tﬁas éze qmckly
and qiietly vanished from the scene, Eaz_v._m_zg his creditors no
recoursé but to firé broadsides at him through the press, adver-
tising hifm 4% “a tesn, contracted hypocrite, not worthy of any

gentleman's confidence.” Turnbull was ‘his own best adver-
tisement, however, and he soon became “wellknown arvound
Wazatlan where he ran a little sternwheel boat for vears, and
better known for his attempt to budld canals, etc. down there on
pure jawbone—without any money at alll”?°

His fauits aside, Turnbull had shown that a river stearmer
offered the. only practical solution to the probiem of sunplving
Fort Yomia, Kven George Johnson was convinced. "Ihat fall john-
son satled forthe river on the brig Genergl Viel with a new supply
contract in his pocket, and in the hold, the sections of a new
steamer he had purchased in partoership with Ben Hartshorne
and Captain Alfred H. Wilcox. This new boat was 2 side-wheeler




Tt | yﬁn& er:
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C iwa _awasii at high tide; s%:ood B s@hmy shed p:eientmsly
.~ dubbed the Colorado Hatei ‘Though gulls and pelicans were its
: z:mly feguzar custcmei g it became an. mdxspemsabiﬁ landmark for

- SEAguIng vessels rendezvousing with the- steamer. Tt was built by
David C, Robinson, who had first come 1o the river as maté on the
le. 0 and returned to the Tiver with Wilcox and
B8 nson' m 3‘,853 “ol Rob,” as he was. affecimnaiely known,
Lo s ffsze_d ag mate and lates c&i}t&m onthe szar steamers. He kept

" the “Hotel” as a base for his intermittant searchi for a cache of
5_fgoid ‘gaid 1o have been Jost by Count Raousett de Boulbon's ill

s fated Sonoran filibustering expedmon when their boat sank on

.the ferry. They - Hardy's Colorado. Freight was rarely landed here, however,

Were r{:suglﬂy spa{;ad abefat a&ay'_é -_vey -gomme thirty: :fnii"{z?s'—'«. since. }'Ghm(}n transferred- his cargoes directly from seagoing
apart go the steamer i::mzld he, loaéﬁ' With W;}Gtz’i w%niﬁ she WB& 3 ,vess&lm m mid»stream to am1é paying Mexican customs duty.2¢




scrappeﬁ her takmg ot the engmes an{i be
hull to be swept away with the next flood "}‘h
made only three trips in three years and logged onl
the waters of the Green and Colarado rivers, | bu he. had won her
place as the pioneer steamboat in f:he cany{m c . and ihfmgh

she was 4 commmercial fa;lare her very. iaﬂufe c:héﬁenged chers ;

to éry agam o

) ',Poweﬁ It:mi‘;E :
ly 63@ mzies on

U?;fgiw@‘* wis iauncheé' at Gréa' 'RWEE; Utah A ﬁat"wmm(’d

"haeier, sh& Was mﬂch het%er smteé ta the rwaz and'

ST nly 12 inchies ?;ght'and cenlﬁ.é:'arry 15 tons on 20 inches of water.
L Sammm' was much more ambitious- than the M@ar Powell's

pmmotex 5. He, too, expecs:ed the tourist tr acle from Green River
‘to'the cataracts to be the’ pnme sotrce of i mwme, but he was also

B detezzmneé totry. i}pamng A shmmzzgubgm O0Up the Calo-

rade, or. {}ra,né to-Moa,: Jhug on 22 TMovember 1901, the

. Uﬁdﬁ’r’%g §et out on her muiden voyage, not just'to test the Green

at muc%; lower water than the: Major Powell had tried, but to
explﬁra the nawgabﬁlt}f of the upper Colorade. Accompanying




his own steamer the Bzzzek Eagle She was some "_h,at

Black E aple at Green Rwer in June and later that suzrxmer he mok
her downmfer on her maiden voyage. She m&ght m fac;t ha&rg
proven to be a better boat than her predecesgom had ‘she g~
vived, but just above Valentine’s Bottom one of her boiler tubes
plugged with mud and she blew up! Luckily Yokey and his crew
- escaped serious injury, but they wanted nothing more to do with
steamboats, nor, for that matter, did anvone else at Green
River,?*

Fifteen years of experimentation with steamboats on the
Green and Grand rivers had clearly shown that such large boats
simply were not suited to the shallow waters and swift rapids of
the canyon country. At the same time, however, some success
had been found with smaller gasoline launches, The first of these,
the Wilmont, had been completed in August 1904 by Edwin T.
Wolverton, She was a 27-foot Jong stern-wheel boat, with a 5.5
foot beam and 10-inch draft, and she was powered by a 4
horsepower gasoline engine, Her total cost was only about $400.
Wolverton built her to carry supplies to 2 manganese mine he was
opening for the Colorade Fuel and ron Company at Riverside,
twenty-five miles below Green River. On his first trip upriver,
however, he found that she was underpowered 5o eatly the
following year he put in a 7.5-horsepower engine and converted

and lighter than the previous boats; {)niy" 40 feet }éng with 6~f£)0t :' il
beam, and drawmg mﬂy 7 to 8 inches; but she Was ciﬂvem by g
tunnel screw rather than a paddle wheel. Yokey launched the

Wcsi%rtfm m t&z& maantxm.e imﬁt & ﬁeet i}f gasoime boats
and scows. Early in 1905 he became manager of i:he Utah-Nevada
Cep};«er Cempanys mme, t%entpﬁve maies farther &cwnrzver

push. To ease her task he put a 14~ hcsrsepower engme i hez that
winter and built @ new paddle-wheeler, the C{}h}mdr}, for her old
engine. In 1908 he also built a 33-foot, 14-horsepower stern-
wheeler, the Marguerite, for Tom G, Winmer who had bought
the Wheelers' ranch. For 2 time Wolverton had a.th::iiszingmbusin

_ness with the Wilmont and Colorady, taking copper ore up to
“Green River, Utah, and excursion parties down to the,caturacts

and up to Moab. In the winter of 1907-08 the Wilmonf was
caught in ice on the river and hadly damaged. Since the copper
mine was failing, Wolverton replaced her with a smaller, less
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Quite gg;umm ;::i mm g@s&hne
qtz‘e‘é’h of the Green and:Cox :
??mry E; Blake-built 2 24- foot,
‘%.mat the fsfiz}}’ thch

Vo 'ithe {fnmet heaéed dow the {‘ reen 0:’2 hf:r mmden vayage E&fﬁiger

Baldwin ran s 3‘%5 a @ﬁf«‘fﬁ‘ S‘ﬂ’léﬁﬁi bﬁﬁiﬁ mmi éﬂﬁi ceased i Larsen was at the wheel, Marivs was hionorary purser and some
192726 LT ofher other stockholders filed inas crew. The river was high and
. the ¢ osmet ade qumk time going down, reaching Linwood in less
' __than ezgh“a hotirs;: Her future success seemed assured, but then

' _-"mme her retarn ey back upstream Like her pmdeceswm in the
iy ¢anyons below, shfe was almost_ constantly aground on one bar
-after another. Fin aiiy she an out of coal and more had to be




Rsbert B Stan‘-ion aztracsed 2}3{ the gold discov-
eries in Gilen, Qanyon staked clai to 165 miles of
the Coiorade ﬁvarbe{i and set out to dredge i,




; Qanyam

sluice on 13 April. He found that in two months’ operation the - “botiont on the ba

Hoskaninmi had recovered only $30.15 worth of goldi-—=barélya.
tenth of one percent of what he had expecteei Stanton moved the
dredge to another spot but to little avail. Three weei«; work.
there yielded only $35.80, He finally realized that the dre dge was.

31mply unable to recover the fine flour goid-that his tests had
shown the gravel contained—a realization that the owhers of the
Advance dredge, a thousand miles downstream, were conmiig to
at almost exactly the same time. With many outstanding debts
the Hoskaninni Company passed info receivérship and the entire
property, dredge and all, was sold in December 1901 for $200. A
watchinan, who loocked after the leviathan for a couple of vears,
got the deed as a settlement for back wages. Little was ever
satvaged from it and the decaying hulk was finally covered by the
rising waters of Lake Powell®®

A few gasoline boats were tried in the canyon in subsequent
years, Frank Bennett, manager of the Moquie Mining Company's
gperation on Olympia Bat upriver from Stanton’s dredge, built a
28-foot stern-wheel launch, the Lucy B, at Hite in 1902 {0 help
supply his camp. She proved no more useful than Stanton’s
launch, however, since hier two cylinder automobile engine, sup-

posed to deliver & horsepower, gave only half that and could not.

power her back up to Hite, Bennett pulled out the engine and
converted her to sail. Harry Yokey built a new power boat for
Bennett at Green River in 1905, She was a 22-foot, propeller-
driven launch with a 12-horsepower engine. She had power
enough to stem the current, but her 16-inch propeller struck

: 'boat but' .tm;, ta{n was a fm%ure and h@ Wen*a ba:::k to s:,ail 5a.

Ey 19}&} mest- oﬁ thﬁ mmars haci left: Gien rQanyen to seek

their fortimes elsewhere, but one dieharc *tharles H. Spencer,
was still deterniined to'wrest the gold fx*{;m the canyonand he had
a.novel; i quix{ifi:m scheme for doing 50/ Tt wag 2 scimme which
also led to the i:smiémg of the fast staambeat ever put on the
Colorado River: Spem;cr helieved that: tj’ne source of the placer
gold was the shaie and sandstone f{}rmai;xcms t?zmug%x which the
canyon was cut, so hé set out to mine the canyon walls: The
caglest Tock to work was the Chinle shdle which outcropped at
Lee’s Ferry, The shale was readily broken up by water, so heset
up & Rube Goldberg apparatus to hydraalic and sluice the deposit,
Just as @ backup operation, he also constructed a makeshift
suction dredge at the same spot to try to recover the gold from
the riverbed.®s
Before Spencer could test either operation, however, he
needed fuel for the boilers, Rather than pay the exorbitant costs
of freighting 140 miles from the raflroad, he decided to work a
low-grade coal deposit on Warm Creek, 28 miles upriver, as a
further expansion of hus operation. To bring the coal downviver

127-_ -_




he built a couple gasoline launches—the 27-fvot Violet Lamse and_"_
the smaller Mullins. Neither boat, however, was able o carty
eneﬁgh for %ns needs Thﬁs in ihe surmer ef 2911 he mntracteé :

stern- wheei steambnai msimg about $30, {){)(} f hat faﬂ she Was_
shipped in pze(:es to Maryevale, Utah, and hauled by ox team

more than two hundred miles to the river at the mouth of Warm
Creek. There the steamer was completed in late Febr WALy 1912
and christened the Charles H. Spencer. Measuring 92.5 feet
overall, and having a 25-foot beam, she was not only the last but

the largest steamer ever built in the canyons, Her size, however,

was a Hability. She was powered by a 100-horsepower boiler and
drew 18 to 20 inches of water light.%

Rarly in March the Charles H. Spencer, loaded with just

enough coal for her own boller, headed down the canyorn on her
maiden voyage to Lee’s Ferry. Peter Hanna, the only man in
Spencer's crew with any riverboat experience, was at the wheel,
but Hke the canyon boats before her the Spencer ran aground
almost immediately. It was evening before she was afloat agan,
so Hanna tied her up for the night. When they set out the next
morning, he proceeded more cautiously, tursing the steamer
stern to and backing her down the river. To further slow her
descent he dragged a 100-foot log chain from her bow, bul it
caught between rocks and broke off. He had no further trouble

ruming aground, however, and reached Lee's Ferry that

afternoon.®?

tasi: Oniy ta c{}me to ﬁnai disﬁiusmnment 'f‘ry as he mighi, he
was uﬁ&bie i{} get the ﬁne g,elé eut af the Chmle shaiez and he had

one hs,mdred ﬁft}r mﬂes on t}:}& rzver wasg Ie’ft to rot ;ust beiow the -
ferry. By the. mid- 197(}3 only the h&ttem{i sty boiler and some
scattered timber remained of the Colorade’s last steaniboat, 38

Though Glen: {?anycm Dam has destroyed much of the can-
yon country, that one romantic vision of a paddle-wheeler
churning through the depths of the canyons still refuses to die,
Late in 1971 a former Colorado school teacher, Tex McClatchy,
began construction of a mammoth stern-wheeler, the Canyon
King She was a 93 by 26-foot, double-decker run by a diesel
marine engine. Launched at Moab on 30 April 1972, she began
making regular excursions down the Colorado in May of that year
—the final realization of that persistent dream that put the ﬁrsi,
steamboats into the canyon cwntry a8






